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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

First Named Inventor: DANIELS, MICHAEL P. 

Application No, 09/367455 Group Art Unit; 1711 

Filcd: March 19, 1999 Examiner: Niland, Patrick Dennis 

Title; WET SURFACE ADHBSIVES 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

Applicants petition under 37 C.F.R. § 1.181 for reconsideration of the finality given to an 
office action for the above reference patent application. 

Applicants respectfiUly submit that the final rejection was premature. The Examiner 
rejected the claim, in the firs, office action after a Request for Continuing Examination was filed 
MPEP § 706.7(b) provides that the claims of a new application may be finally rejected in the first 
office action in situations "where (A) the new application is a continuing application of or a 
substitute for, an earlier application and (B) all Cairns of the new application (1) are drawn to the 
same mvention claimed in the earlier application, and (2) would have been properly finally 
rejected on the grounds and art of record in the Office action if they had been entered in the 
earlier application." 

The Examiner rejected some of the claims based on art that was not ofrccord prior to 
filing the Request for Continued Exammation. More specifically, the Examiner rejected daims 
1 -6, 8-9, and 1 1-23 as obvious over the combination of U.S. Patent No.4,569,960 issued to 
Blake and U.S. Patent No. 5,787,544 issued to Meade. U.S. Patent No. 5,787,544 was not part 
of the art of record at the time the Request for Continued Examination was filed. 

Further, the claims in the earlier application did not require that the pressure sensitive 
adhes.ve be enveloped in a thermop.astic packaging materia.. All of the independent claims 
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were amended when the Request for Continued Examination was filed to include this additional 
limitation. 

Applicants respectfully request a withdrawal of the finality of this Office Action. 

Please charge the surcharge provided in 37 CFR § 1.17(h) and if necessary, charge any 
additional fees, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 3-3723 . One copy of this 
sheet marked duplicate is also attached. 



imileNo.: 651-736-3833 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date - J Je^A. Lown, Reg. No.: 48,428 

Telephone No.: (651)733-3169 
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